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FR. MIKE’S CORNER 

Beginning Sunday, January 6, 2019, we entered eight consecutive 
weeks of the season of Epiphany.  This season began with the 
commemoration of the Magi making a trip from the region of the 
Euphrates Valley in search of a king who was to be born. Each of 
the seven weeks after this tribute to these noble pagans calls us to 
remember the various ways this new king, Jesus Christ, was man-
ifested during his life on the earth He created. 

One consistent thread throughout the biblical accounts of Jesus 
as Messiah and King during His earthly advent was the obscurity 
of the camouflages He assumed. From His ignoble birth in a sta-
ble to parents who were peasants, until His death as a common 
criminal who was innocent of any crime against God or man, Je-
sus presented Himself as anything but regal or majestic. C.S. 
Lewis made an incredibly astute observation about this disguise 
and its implications for us. Lewis wrote, Enemy occupied territo-
ry-that is what this world is. Christianity is the story of how the 
rightful king has landed, you might say in disguise, and is call-
ing us all to take part in a great campaign of sabotage. C.S. 
Lewis, Mere Christianity. 

The above usage of the word “sabotage” carries with it the notion 
that St. Paul addressed to Philippian Christians almost two mil-
lennia ago. Philippians 2: 5 In your relationships with one anoth-
er, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with God some-
thing to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, He made 
himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being 
made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even 
death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted Him to the highest 
place and gave him the name that is above every name. 

In a culture that promotes self-indulgence, even self-worship in 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

• Jan 9-Bible Study in Brandon Hall 

• Jan 10-Men’s Club 

• Jan 13-Vestry Meeting 

• Jan 16-Bible Study in Brandon Hall 

• Jan 23-Bible Study in Brandon Hall 

• Jan. 27-Annual Meeting 

• Jan. 25--Men’s Bible Study 

• Jan. 30-Bible Study in Brandon Hall 



“King Jesus introduced a life antithetical to any other popular system of 
thought in our culture or the entirety of history.” 

FR. MIKE’S CORNER (cont.) 
 

order to gain any advantage necessary, King Jesus intro-
duced a life antithetical to any other popular system of 
thought in our culture or the entirety of history. That is why 
when God was made manifest as a human the world He 
came to save the world “received Him not”.  John 1:11 

There is much more to this season than can be presented 
here. If you are not attending our services on a regular ba-
sis, join us on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. for the next seven 
weeks as we explore Jesus in His Epiphany. 

May God increasingly manifest Himself to us all. 

Fr. Mike 
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Please join us on Sunday, January 27th at 10:30 a.m. in 

Brandon Hall for our Annual Meeting. 

All parishioners are invited to attend as we make plans 

for the coming year.  Votes will be taken for delegates to 

the annual convention. 

Refreshments will be served. 



“Too many Bible readers assume that exegesis is what you do 
after you have learned Greek and Hebrew. That’s simply not 
true. Exegesis is nothing more than a careful and loving read-
ing of the text in our mother tongue. Greek and Hebrew are 
well worth learning, but if you haven’t had the privilege, settle 
for English. 

Once we learn to love this text and bring a disciplined intelli-
gence to it, we won’t be far behind the very best Greek and He-
brew scholars. Appreciate the learned Scripture scholars, but 
don’t be intimidated by them. 

Exegesis is the furthest thing from pedantry; exegesis is an act 
of love. It loves the one who speaks the words enough to want 
to get the words right. It respects the words enough to use eve-
ry means we have to get the words right. Exegesis is loving God 
enough to stop and listen carefully to what He says. 

 

ADDRESS  

CHANGES OR  

CORRECTIONS 

 

Help us save on  
postage by receiv-
ing the Messenger 
via e-mail.  If you 
would like to  
receive your copy 
of the monthly 
Messenger by  
e-mail, please  
notify the church 
office at Saint-
JohnsPorterville
@gmail.com. 
If you have a new  
address or a  
correction, please 
let us know. 

Eugene Peterson 
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“Exegesis is an act of love” by Eugene Peterson 

https://tollelege.wordpress.com/2009/11/20/exegesis-is-an-act-of-love-by-eugene-peterson/


HAPPY  

JANUARY 

BIRTHDAY 

2-Marilyn (Chick) 

Cerniga 

4-Casey Bennett 

15-Samantha Huerta 

18-Michael Cox 

20-Marvin Lykins 
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It follows that we bring the leisure and attentiveness of 
lovers to this text, cherishing every comma and semico-
lon, relishing the oddness of the preposition, delighting 
in the surprising placement of this noun. Lovers don’t 
take a quick look, get a ‘message’ or a ‘meaning,’ then 
run off and talk endlessly with their friends about how 
they feel.” 

–Eugene Peterson, Eat This Book: A Conversation in 
the Art of Spiritual Reading (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
2006), 55. 

Exegesis is an act of love (cont) 

Fr, Michael Law will begin a new bible 

study program.  All meetings will be on 

Wednesday mornings at 10a.m. in 

Brandon Hall.  Each session will last 

one hour.  Please invite your family and 

friends to attend. 

 

 

Dates:  January 9, 2019 

    January 16, 2019 

    January 23, 2019 

             January 30, 2019 

    February 6, 2019 

    February 13, 2019 

New Bible Study Program for the New Year 

http://www.wtsbooks.com/product-exec/product_id/6521/nm/Eat+This+Book:+A+Conversation+in+the+Art+of+Spiritual+Reading+(Paperback)_?utm_source=nroark&utm_medium=blogpartners
http://www.wtsbooks.com/product-exec/product_id/6521/nm/Eat+This+Book:+A+Conversation+in+the+Art+of+Spiritual+Reading+(Paperback)_?utm_source=nroark&utm_medium=blogpartners
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