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FR. MIKE’S CORNER 

Each New Year our liturgical calendar begins with 

Epiphany. This is the day that celebrates the day of the 

first introduction of the Christ child to the Gentile 

world.  That introduction took place in the person of 

“wise men” who probably came from areas of Arabia 

or Mesopotamia where Jewish communities had been 

established for many centuries. Some scholars theorize 

that these travelers had become acquainted with Old 

Testament manuscripts containing prophecies of a 

Messiah who would come from God to bring both 

righteousness and judgment to the entire world. Along 

with an unusual astrological event, God providentially 

guided these men to this child by a star. The biblical 

account is recorded in Matthew 2:1-12. 

The word Epiphany brings another dimension to this 

great narrative. The word itself means, to show forth 

or gain insight into something one knows to be cogni-

tively true, but up until a “ahah moment” had never 

had appropriate personal understanding or insight to 

the significance of that bit of knowledge.  
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That kind of knowledge requires a personal Epiphany, a God initiated moment 

followed by a willful individual decision to embrace God’s unbelievable offer.  

Spirit that we are sinners, that He personally knows 

us, each one by name, that He made the most costly 

personal sacrifice ever made to pay for each of our 

sins, and that our personal faith in that payment for 

us transforms our personalities, our character, and 

our identities for both time and eternity. That kind of 

knowledge requires a personal Epiphany, a God ini-

tiated moment followed by a willful individual de-

cision to embrace God’s unbelievable offer.  

Beginning with Advent, through Christmas, and 

Epiphany we rehearse this offer from our creator. 

May we each be inspired to be renewed by God’s 

Spirit to know these precious truths more personally 

and deeply: that God so loved the world and each of 

us, that He gave His only Son, so that none of us 

would suffer the results of our sin, but have eternal 

life.  

May all of you have a joyful new year as a result of 

this glorious free gift of God. 

Blessings to you and yours. 

Fr. Mike 

FR. MIKE’S CORNER (CONT) 

The Bible is packed with “ahah” moments in the 

lives of all of its central characters. In fact in the bib-

lical narrative every human starts their life in com-

plete darkness about God and His ways.  

The Scriptures confront us with different types of 

“knowledge”. There is moral knowledge (knowing 

right from wrong), factual knowledge (how the ma-

terial world came to exist), and one type of knowing 

in particular that is transformative and powerful be-

yond any human’s natural cognitive capacity. 

This type of knowing comes only when God reveals 

to each of us on a personal level through the Holy 
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WHY DID THE MAGI GIVE JESUS GOLD, 
FRANKINCENSE, AND MYRRH? 

Taken from compellingtruth.org 

 

When the wise men (or magi) found Jesus, they bowed down and pre-

sented Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh (Matthew 2:11). 

Why were these gifts given to Jesus? 

 

Gold has historically served as a precious metal and form of currency. 

This gift would have provided Joseph and Mary the ability to pay for 

expenses as new parents. This gift also likely supported the family 

during their time in Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15). Some traditions further 

note that gold is a symbol of divinity, recognizing Jesus as God in hu-

man form. 

 

Frankincense is a white resin from Boswellia trees that has long been 

used for incense or perfume. This resin has also been used as a tradi-

tional medicine in some cultures. The wise men likely presented 

frankincense as a perfume or oil to be used for Jesus. Frankincense 

was also used during worship (Exodus 30:34), perhaps symbolizing 

holiness. Like the frankincense in the Old Testament, Jesus would be 

given up as an offering for the sins of humanity. 

 

Myrrh has been used throughout history in a variety of ways. Taken 

from the resin of trees in Arabia of the Commiphora family, it is often 

used as a perfume. Other uses have included medicinal as a digestive 

aid when mixed with wine, cosmetic or for purification (Esther 2:12), 

and embalming. Traditions often connect myrrh with the wine mix 

offered to Jesus on the cross (Mark 15:23) and associate its bitter taste 

with the suffering Jesus endured on the cross. The use of myrrh in 

embalming has also been associated with the death of Jesus. 

 

While the symbolism of these three gifts is often highlighted more 

today, the gifts were both practical and generous. The wise men of-

fered gold, the equivalent of giving money to the family of a new-

born, an important practical need for a young, new family. Frankin-

cense and myrrh were both highly valued in first century culture, not-

ing a gift that was special yet also held practical value as an oil for 

Jesus and perhaps His family members. 
 
In the end, these wise men gave what they had to show their devotion 

to Jesus as the new king. They became the first non-Jews to recognize 

the importance of Jesus, traveled a great distance at great cost to wor-

ship Him, left Him generous gifts, and returned home as God directed 

to keep Jesus and His family safe. Their honorable legacy con-

tinues to impact lives today as those who sought the Son of God 

and recognized Him as king. 

ADDRESS  

CHANGES OR  

CORRECTIONS 

Help us save on  
postage by receiving 
the Messenger via  
e-mail.  If you would 
like to receive your 
copy of the monthly 
Messenger by e-mail, 
please notify the 
church office at 
SaintJohnsPorter-
ville@gmail.com. 
 
If you have a new  
address or a correc-
tion, please let us 
know. 
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https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%202.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%202.13-15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2030.34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Esther%202.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2015.23


HAPPY JANUARY 

BIRTHDAY 

2-Marilyn (Chick)  

Cerniga 

4-Casey Bennett 

15-Samantha Huerta 

18-Michael Cox 

20-Dr. Marvin Lykins 
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Annual Christmas Bazaar  

Saturday, December 2, 2017 

Thank you to everyone who helped support our annual 

Christmas bazaar.  Once again, we had a very successful 

year thanks to all those who helped with set up, worked 

the day of the event, came and joined us for lunch or pur-

chased items at the bazaar.   

Congratulations to the winners of the raffle:  

Susie Williams-“The Wine Taster” by Katy Yarbro,  

Nancy McLaughlin-$150 gift cert. to Town and Country,  

Tonya Taber-$100 gift cert. to dinner at Café Lafayette.   

Thank you to the winning bidders on our silent auction 

items:   

Candy Boutton-Wine Basket,  

Ilene Love-Sterling Silver Jewelry. 

 

 

 

 


